FROM   VALMY   TO   THE
too wide a front, and attempted to hammer wedges
between them. The advance was allowed to continue,
however, tardy but without show of hindrance, till
June 4th.
That night saw the launching of a fierce enemy attack
on the banks of the Iller. Still in the place of honour
on the flank Ney received the full weight, and with a
command that had been reduced to the 8th Chasseurs
and the three line regiments. But he encountered it in
characteristic fashion, receiving not with volleys but with
a taste of Republican steel that outshone the assaulting
column and scattered it with a loss of 300 prisoners, two
guns and a quantity of ammunition. Kray fell back in
the direction of Nordlingen, while Moreau continued
plodding according to rule.
Meanwhile Ney had received some reinforcements in
the shape of the znd Hussars and i9th Cavalry, He made
a successful attack on the enemy rear at Stotzingen, with
occasional captures of men and transport. But at the
present rate of progress, he grumbled, the Austrians
would be left a clear field of withdrawal to the north-east.
Why not loosen the whole -weight of French cavalry on
the rear of their columns, and provoke a turn? A couple
of days spent in rapid movement would almost certainly
force a decisive battle. The commander of the left wing.
General Greruer, also expressed this opinion, while
Napoleon wrote in similar strain to Moreau. But with-
out effect; the tradition of correct lines and orderly
investment held sway, while the enemy followed the left
bank of the Danube to Ratisbon.
On July ist Ney moved to besiege Ingolstadt, which
was held by an Austrian officer whose name, General
Neu, inspired the bivouac sally of *Nez contre nez* (cnose
to nose'). Incidentally there may have been more of
relationship than mere coincidence in the encounter, since
the Lorraine family had sometime observed that alternative
spelling.
Meanwhile Kray had been driven to seek an armistice,
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